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Educational research, when done by qualified individuals, can give
practical ways for improving education for teachers, students, and
the community. There are certain criteria and or standards
need to be followed when conducting educational research j
order for it to be useful to all parties involved.

When beginning educational research, a problem i
of education needs to be identified. For exam
parental involvement affect student success. i
years? Parents want to be involved in their
but how much is enough? In the AERA and
Standards articles, it states that w 50 dw

earch. For research to be useful in the
o have a purpose. When research has

ahd community, which helps all individuals to grow and

per. Students who know that their teachers, parents, and

community all care about their education, from experience, are
more likely to strive to do their best in school.
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Collecting data is an important tool when conducting
educational research. For the research to be valid, the group
needs to be identified and addressed. In the AERA article it states
that when working with children one needs to be very carefufl and
sensitive to children’s feelings. Researchers need to be tactfuy|in
how they approach children when asking questions foreducatipnal
research. In both articles, they agree confidentiality is tg be

ult

the

such as
hose relating to

hand. In both the AERA
g articles, they both agree that the
lly described for all to understand.

pleted with an appreciation of time limits, it will be of little or
use to the educational system it was intended to help. One
must also be able to put all of these things into context. Without a
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proper understanding of the context surrounding the researc
data, it is impossible to form any coherent conclusions. Subo6tnik
and Walberg (2006) write, "The committee argued that thesSe
features...required close attention to powerful contextiéal factops in
the educational research process” (Subotnik &Walberg, |2006).

An educational researcher needs to report and evaluate(the

> he
pak the progess
proper levalhation jof the

the l

elp the
: e lacking
ds tg take

is a positive community
tion. Education is the key

M. & Ryan, J. M. (1991). Handbook of Statistical Procedures and Their Computer Applications to Education and
the e vioral Sciences.

Evans, L. (2002). Oxford Review of Education.
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Abstract
It is critical for education students to be aware of the research process. Freed and Ryan (1991)

advocate that students use their technique for breaking the research process down into details that

recognize a valid research study and one that is not; apply t dings of'ltesearich|in an/effective

and efficient way within the classroom.

ation reseqrch cgn provide pgrag¢tical wiys to

tudents and corrw{ni&{ engaggment in the

s that educatipn|researchers (like researchert

u/ results, that extend curfent understandings of a

hing and learhir]

tifying a research

purposehto the educ

prrnation throughouf this‘part of the research process. Evans (2002)

eas of study such [a§ education management, teacher thinking, and

Isqry education” (p. ??). For example, with regard to student

ipvolvement affect student success in the middle school years?

rand election; random/non-random group assignment or single-group study. Participant rights
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must be respected by way of informed consent (i.e., voluntary participation, anonymity and

withdrawal without penalty. It must also be made clear in research reports if participants were

otherwise the behavior or responses they provide will notAe ingful data. Ihstead, they

may try to please the research (socially desirable ts) jor be confused|ard ngt ynderstand

Data collection is dependant it|is the researcher wants fo measurg.

measurement of variables determ bsd variables tan b€ maasured. It 1s critical that the

instrument to measu e be reliable and valid. Psychometri

necessitatg the researcher $pending vast amqults of time beqoming familiaf withy administering

ent acrogs a variety of gontexts.

acpaal ddta collection or procedure. It j ortant as it allows future

the condjtions of the stiidy, and able to compare results across

bc¢dure can identify| confounding variables (e.g., noise, teacher away the
eys were distribu

esgarch is to analyze the collected data. Statistical tests used must be

¢asupement of the data. Reporting descriptive statistics gives an overall

findjgs to the reader.
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The fifth step in the process is to discuss the findings of the study; were the hypothesis/s
supported or unsupported; how do the findings of this study relate to the literature reviewed for

the study (i.e., do the results support/not support previous findings); and what are some reasons

that the results found, were found? The discussion of research requires that the res€archer put the

taking place within a low socio-economic school may not reflect text of| stidents/tedchers

at a school in the higher socio-economic bracketUltimately proper of thejcontext surrounding the

research data aid s the researcher in forming cohe ioms. Subgtnik and g (2006)

state that education research "...required cleSe attenti werful cofjtextuall fa

es of a study glso takigs placq inf the discuSsion

area of the report. Reporting the strengths of the sthdy enable the researchpr tq vali tudy

ethods used and the|canclusions drawn.

The sixth and final step|in the r¢search procgss|is to com
ith\a publicatipn V’Tautable, pe¢r-teviewed jourtal, However, poster and/or
dtiohs at confgrepces of research s¢mijnars, oryg¥en the production of a

on (o be plaged in the library and/or

unicate thie resdlts. Ideally, this

takes place

paper presg

thesis/disse} online archive, allows for greater

dispersio idings which cpn sometimes b€ accessed by the general public.
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